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New York Theatre Diary 


At Home With Ethel Waters- 48th St Theatre 9/22/53. Richard Barr and Charles 
Bowien present the Negro star doing 22 diverse nunbers from her shows, Reginald 
Beane will eccaupaty her...Take A Giant Step~ Lyceum Theatre 9/24/53, lym Austin 
and Thomas Noyes present a new >lay by Louis Peterson. Featuring Frederick o’Neal, 
Maxine Sullivan, Louis G ossett and Jane White. Directed by John Stix. Concerns 
problems of a young negro boy in a New England tow, 


Current Theatre Reviews 


End As A Mar Theatre De Lys 9/15/53.The first interesting new play of the 
season opened "Orf Broadway",not "On Broadway. Calder Willingham's powerful story 

of life at a Southern military academy won the unanimous praise of all the HY daily 
criticse While standout portrayals by Ben Gizzara,William Smithers and Frank M 
Thomas were also cheered. Play, en adetion of Willingham's recent novel, was seen 
at the Actors Studio with many of the same cast. Most daily critics felt that the 
second act was a little on the slow side, but all recommended it for an exciting 
and stimulating evening in the theatre. 4 shrewd,studious, throughly sensitive 
performance, rates Kerr,Herald Tribune, While Atkinson Times, notes that it has a 
lot of freshness and vitality. Coleman,Mirror,wonders how such a fine soript eluded 
the main stem producers, but thanked producer Claire Heller for presenting it.Most 
critics agteed that the direction by Jack Garfein was on a per with the fine acting. 
Watts ,Post, and Sheaffer ,Eegle, reported that the author toned down his language 

and his indictment of the military academy system from his original novel. But Z 
latter added that in either form it remains a vivid,meroiless piece of work, McClain, 
Journal American,was sole aisle-sitter to feel that there was a little too much 
profanity onstage. Play is scheduled for sa 3 week rum at the Greenwich Village 
theatre, but may move to an uptown house after that, 


| Red Rainbow-Royale 9/14/53. 0%--unanimous an’ complete pannings were filed by 
7 all the NY daily drama reviewers on Myron Faga:' «+i Communistic play, First the 
: slightly fantastico murder melodrama plot about a sinister spy who is blamed with 
:. everything from revealing atom bomb seorets back to the Black Tom explosion was too 
_ much for my of the oritics, Impossible characters, worse dialogue were also blamed. 
| Crudely written,crudely acted summed up Atkinson,Times, who couldn*t help from won 
dering "Who is going to save America from Mr. Fagan?" Kerr,Herald Tribune, thought 
the actors were out of their head to be caught onstage in such an opus, The most 
subversive drama since Grandma's Diary,noted Chapman, News, Granting the good inten- 
tions of the author, Coleman,Mirror, and McClain, Journal American, panned the prow 
ocedings. latter oritic thinks play itself is perfect parlor pink fodder, Finally 
Watts,Post,noticed thet even for such a bad playwright as Fagan the play was bad,At 
week's end the author insists he will keep his show running inspite of the notices, 


A Pin To See The Peepshow-Playhouse 9/17/53. Inspite of the fact that Joan 
Miller received a set of arn personal notices, the English play produced by Nancy 
Davide closed after one performance, Actually 5 NY daily critics, MoClain, Journal 
: American, Watts,Post, and Sheaffer,Eagle, okayed F. Tennyson Jesse and’ HM Harwood'ts 
! script based ohm an actual British trial, Majority panned it as tedious, character 
study, Chapman,News,swmed up this viewpoint by stating that truth may be duller 
than fiction after all, Jerome Kilty also received a set of nice notices, 


| 


Village Theatre 


Have You Heard This One?, a new play 
by Paul Leslie Will be presented at the 
Cherry Lane Theatre next month, Walter 
Beakel directs..,Zoom}, q new topical 
musical by Fred Weiss-Paul Glagsen- 
David Herzbrun will be produced at the 
Provincetown Playhouse in Novembere.e 
Green Room Studio will present The Coun- 
try Girl in Octobdere. New soripts will 

e tried out by Showoase Theatre which 
will open at the Amato Opera’ House Nov 16. 
Patricia Brooks and Ted Mann,actress and 
director of Grass Harp will be married 
Oct 5. 


* Off Broadway * 


ok 


Equity Library Theatre will open its 
10th season Oct 21 at Lenox Hill Play- 
house with Madwoman of Chaillot, Dorothy 
Davies is Managing Director this year,Lyn 
Ely is studying theatre abroad. 


Davenport Theatre resumes operations 
with Mother Riba, a new play by David 
Bérg, opening Sept 29eeeClimate of Eden 
will be presented starting 0c ry 
Current Stages. Cast includes George 
Ebeling, Eva Stern, Robert McQueeny. 


‘ Children's Theatre ' 


Playmart Children's Theatre, 258 W 73, 
opens its 4th season at Carl Fischer Hall 


with Sleeping Beauty. Performmces will 
be given “at & Sun Oct & Nov. 


Vaudeville 


Johnny Morgan headlines new Palace 
show, Also Del Raes,Sharkey, Priest & 
Foss@¢eqMindy Carson heads new Paramount 
show, with Rusty Draper, Al Bernie,Neal 
Hefti and Mayo Brothers, 


Theatre Book Comments 


“sristotle's The Poetics"( Dover Pub- 
lications) contains a scholarly commen- 
tary by 8 H Butgher and an introdactery 
assay by the erudite John Gassner, rec- 
copmends Watts, Post, The truth thet 
same medern playwrights seem to forget, 
reminds Watts,is that the father of 
drama criticism's laws of tragedy are 
of value when they provide an intell- 
igent challenge to the modern play 
wright, But not when they try to follow 
them slavishly. 


“Playwrighting" by Norman Holland 
(Foyle) is a very neatly summed up in- 
troduction to a difficult end heart- 
breaking subject, Okays "Stage." The 
British playwright,who has 2 three act 
and 40 one act plays to his credit, 
gives valuable advice in his hints on 
what not to do, 


Colipoh ! 


THEATRE INSURANCE, Guarantees that 
you don't miss good shows,theatre books, 
theatre records. Weekly newsletter 
digests NYC theatre reviews, canments, 
news, Critical Ratings, ticket reports. 
6th year. Compiled by “Broadway in 
Brief" columnist. Year round features, 
v1O year. 3 gift subscriptions with 
gift cards. 


Subscribers 
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Green Room Department 


THEATRE RULES...Current deterrents to regular playgeing listed by Cahn,Hest, for any 
manager interested. Air-conditioning shouldn't be turned off near the end of 
the performance, women's hats should be removed by all, Firemen and ushers should 
enforee the no emoking rules, the tardy should not hp permitted to enter in 
the middle of a scene, and liquor should be served to critics only. 


ALENT TIPS..,Kind Sir opening night should be wonderful,predicts Chapman, News,be- 
cause there will be no backers in the audience. Funds for the Norman Krasna 
comedy are the stars and the producers..Paul Duke, the magician in the Anna 
Russell show, won a personal rave from Morehouse,World Telegram & Sun, whe 
could have watched his tricks for two hours. 


ADD TUCKEReeeThe genius of Sophie Tucker, points out a Herald Tribune editorial, hee 
been to adapt with superb skill her entertai:ment style to suit the changing 
mood of the times over fifty years, and yet to remain always the inimitable 
Sophie Tucker. Oct 4 is the date of her Golden Jubilee Testimonial Dinner at 
the Waldorf Astoria. The proceeds go to charity. 


COOL MAIL BOXeeeVariety's feature on poor air-conditioning systems in NY theatres 
brought replies from 2 theatre managers. Cort, where 5th Season plays, claims 
that their house has extra-large ice bunkers which are filled daily during hot 
weather, and that the blower system is kept on until 3 minutes before the 
final ourtein, While the Theatre Guild points out that the Music Box, home 
of Pionic, has a moderhk,chemical cooling system. 


ANIMAL WEEKiseTwo reviewers assummed this week that their readers were experts on 
the habits of animals. George Jean Nathan noted that he is a perfect énter 
tainment fan when the materials are right, but that he is @mong the first of 
the walkouts when they are of the kind that would not appeal to the humor of 
even an uncultured marmoset,. While Hawkins, WéS, noted that End Ags A Man 
is often as hypnotic as being shut up in a basket full of cobrass 


SUMER HOPES..eStrawhat theatres must again become a beehive of experimentation,a 
showcase for newcomers, warns Coleman,Mirror. Summer theatres have tried to 
imitate Broadway and found the process rather painful. When they pay Broad- 
way stars top salaries they must raise their prices. And when patrons pay 
Broadway ticket prices they expect Broadway standards, 


INTERVIEW HI-LITESeee‘Music Circus" is now an official trade mark owed by St.John 
Terrell, the Lambertville,NJ, producer told Gaver, UP, His plans for this wine 
ter call for a tent tour with Oklahoma,.eEe~"' success in the novel writing 
field is deadly, Calder Willingham, End ‘ss ian author, told Hawkins, WT&S. 
While he realizes that if a critic calls .i: a talented playwright it will 


be harder to write another one, The young playwright got married on the after- 
noon of his NY opening, 


Pros & Cons by MK 


End As A Man, a well written and act~ World of Sholcm Aleichem glides 
ed first play,receives a high tribute from throug ° © evening presenting 
a NY audience, On the second night at pleasant fragment dramatizations of 


least,not one commuter left before the Yiddish folk tales, Aleichem's High 

final curtain call. They were probably School is a humane,humorous present- 

scared of Ben Gazzara, a brillant young ation of an important racial problem, 

actor who lives the role of the bully, ,- Acting by former "Group" members is ° 
deliehtful 
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NYC News Round-Up 


The Bromdway theatre searon of 1955-54 is actually only two weeks cid, 
already the solutien to the hectic theatre booking problem is in view. Though there 
seemed, in the midst of NY's August tropic spell, to be a shortage ef theatres fer 
all the managers who planned fall openings; the cool September air reminds theatre 
managers of a word they forgot this sumer, 


The word is "flop." 4 plays have already closed, Before the month is over 4 ov 
5 more are sure to fold. Though this is bad news for the managers concerned, it is 
good news to the managers of incoming shows. The latter are always optimistic and 
are sure "it" cannot happen to them. 


Carnival In Flanders was the first flop of the season. The Paula Stone-Michael 
Stone musical cost an estimated 330,000. It lasted oxactly 6 performances in HY. 
With the typical never say die attitude of Bread. oreducers, Sloane and Stone are 
started on their next musical. The Ghost Gees Wr: +, « musical version of the 1936 
film, is being planned for Marge and Gower Chiapiou. Other shows that closed inolude 
~--anna Russell and Her Little Show after 16 performances, Hazel Flagg after 190 
performances, and A Pin lo see the Peepshow after 1 performance. 


Dram Desk 


"hat 28 Right and Wrong About Summer Theatre Union Rules" was the slightly uw 
seasonable topic of the first "Drama Desk" luncheon of the season. Union and sumer 
theatre producers were guests of the NY theatre editors and reporters, The discugs- 
ion never did gat to the announced topic, but instead centered on the guests diverse 
definitions of the term " summer theatre." The only point of agreement was that al} 
concerned should sit down to disouss the various union rules further, Wolfe Kaufman, 
president of the Press Agents and Managers union, pointed out that while summer pro- 
ducers usually look upon the “strawhat" cirouit as a business, they often expect 
everyone else to look upon it as "art and culture." Other guests included Angus 
Duncoun, Actors Equity, James Brennen,Stagehands Union, Herbert Kneeter, Norwich, 
Conn,Theatre, James Awe,FalmouthMass Theatre, Phillip Langer, Westport, Conn Theatre, 
Shepard Traube,Time Out For faites producer,and Arthur Schwartz, League of NY Theatre. 


Also Howard Barnes an e Wailace of CBS Radio detailed plans for their new "Stage 
Struck" broadoast due to start on October 2, 


Plays 


Qld Vic's production of A Mid-Sumner Night's Dream, with Moira Shearer and 
Robert Helpmann, will tour US next year. Company of 50 will include a ballet troupe 
and a full o ohestra...Actors Equity waived its alien rules to allow Roger Stevens 


to present the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre in NY next season,..Guys and Dolls is 
giving Sunday evening performances with curtain st 7 30 PM. 


People 


Pearl Bailey will star in Oliver Smith and Peggy Fears revival of Cabin in 


the Sky which 4s planned for January...Josh Logan and Irving Berlin will produce 


a dramatization of James Michener's forthcoming novel "Sayonara; A Japanese Ranance”™ 
on Broadway next season, 


Theatre Book Notes 


Shaw's Misalliance is printed in full in the September “Theatre Arts"... 
Me and Juliet has been published by Random House,.e"Just the Other Day", Ward More- 


use's biography, has been recorded by the drama columnist for the Amer Library 
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